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TEMPLATE

CONFIRMATION WITHIN MASS

IMPORTANT NOTES:

This template and the appendices have been updated to conform to the text of the new Order of Confirmation (2016). 

At the end of the document see explanatory notes on the topics listed at the bottom of this page (cf pages 10-13).

Please be sure to delete these notes before producing the Archbishop’s running sheet and the pew booklet.
The texts in blue are only for those preparing the liturgy and should also be deleted before final printing. The texts in red are instructions for the ministers and assembly and so need to be retained as such. 

Note that as the Vicar General, Fr Philip Marshall, will be assisting the Archbishop with this ministry throughout the year, his name will need to replace that of the Archbishop.
Please be aware that if there are more than 50 children to be confirmed, this can prove unwieldy and you might consider holding 2 separate ceremonies. The Archbishop has indicated that he would be more than happy to celebrate on a second occasion.

Draft liturgies are to be sent for checking (4-6 weeks prior to the liturgy date) directly to Diana at the Sacramental Programme, email:  sacramental_programme@adelaide.catholic.org.au (underscore between sacramental and programme). 

Comments on the following subjects are provided at the end of this template:  pages 12 to 15
· Seating and movement of children 

and their sponsors in the Church......p12
· Sashes and candles......p12
· Commentary......p13
· Indigenous acknowledgement of Country......p13
· Sponsors......p13
· Presider......p13
· Photographs......p13
· Music & Copyright......p14
· Readings......p14
· Responsorial Psalm......p14



· Alleluia verse......p14
(Gospel acclamation)
· Gospel reading......p14
· Presentation of candidates......p14
· Confirmation name......p15
· Music during Anointing......p15
· General Intercessions......p15 

(Prayer of the Faithful) 

· Certificates......p15

	Date and time of Liturgy:
	

	Venue:
	

	Person preparing liturgy:
	

	Contact phone:
	

	Contact email:
	


Notes:
If Confirmation is celebrated within Mass then that Mass would normally be the First Communion Mass also.

Parts of the Mass are to be sung if possible especially if this is a Sunday Mass as then, the usual parishioners would be there to assist in the responses and singing.

The assisting priest or deacon is to proclaim the gospel.

It is best if the children are seated with their family; one family to a pew if possible.

NB The Prenotanda to the Rite (chapter V – Texts for the Celebration of Confirmation) Under “Mass for the Celebration of Confirmation” reads: 

This Mass is celebrated with red or white vestments, when confirmation is conferred within Mass or immediately before or after Mass. It may be used on any day except the Sundays of Advent, Lent and Easter, Solemnities, Ash Wednesday and Holy Week (no.57)
The Order for the Conferral of Confirmation and Holy Communion within Mass

Introductory Rites

Welcome by …………………..

Good evening.   My name is ……………. and I am …………….  On behalf of the leadership, staff and candidates from our school/s …………………..and parish/es of……………………………I warmly welcome you all to this evening’s celebration.

We would like to acknowledge this land that we meet on today is the traditional lands of the Kaurna* people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country. We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the custodians of the greater Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still important to the living Kaurna people today. *See note P.11
Welcome to our young people who are about to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and be bound more perfectly to the Church through the Sacrament of Confirmation celebrated in our community today. Welcome to their families, their sponsors and their friends; welcome to the members of our parish and school community who have assembled to pray.

We also extend a special welcome to Archbishop Philip Wilson,(or Vicar General, Fr Philip Marshall) who will lead us in our celebration this evening.

To maintain the reverence of our celebration please make sure all mobile phones are turned off. Could you also please refrain from taking photos until the end of the ceremony.   Archbishop Wilson will be available for photographs after the celebration.

Let us pause and reflect on God’s presence here in Word and Sacrament and among us as the People of God in this place.

Pause for silence 

Entrance Song and Procession
· Please stand and join in our gathering song ............................................
NB Write name of hymn and composer along with copyright details

Liturgical Greeting 
After making, together with the ministers, the usual reverence to the altar, the Archbishop greets the congregation:  
Archbishop:

Peace be with you.
Note: If Fr Marshall is presiding the greeting is: The Lord be with you.
All: 

And with your spirit.

Brief words of welcome from the Archbishop

Penitential Act   (3rd Form)

Choose from options Roman Missal pp.1528ff. (Number VI is rather apt)

Glory to God (To be Sung preferably – Mass of St Francis)
Collect


Archbishop:
Let us pray    (pause for prayer)     

Grant, we pray, almighty and merciful God,

that the Holy Spirit, coming near 

and dwelling graciously within us,

may make of us a perfect temple of his glory.

Through Christ our Lord 

All:
Amen

OR
Archbishop:

Lord, fulfill your promise:

send your Holy Spirit to make us witnesses before the world

to the Good News proclaimed by Jesus Christ, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

All:


Amen.   
Celebration of the Word of God

There are many readings possible – see Lectionary Volume 3 page 86ff  Or
Chapter V pages 42-51 in The Order of Confirmation 

1st Reading:  A reading from ........................................ 

At the end of the reading:


Reader:
The Word of the Lord.
All:  
Thanks be to God

A brief time of silence follows for personal reflection on God’s word.


Responsorial Psalm:  Indicate Psalm number. Preferably sung; at least the response.
Response:..................... 
Led by…………….

Please Stand to Welcome the Gospel
Gospel Acclamation:   To be sung. See Options page 56, 57 in the Order of Confirmation. 
Led by…………….

Cantor: 
Alleluia, Alleluia,  Alleluia 

All: 
Repeat

Cantor: 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 


and kindle in them the fire of your love.

All: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Gospel:   



The Lord be with you.

All:
And with your spirit

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to …….

All:
Glory to you, O Lord

The Gospel is proclaimed by priest or deacon

At the end of the Gospel:  
The Gospel of the Lord.

All:  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

Presentation of candidates
Presenter/s of Children: .................................................... 

In these or similar words

· Archbishop/Fr Marshall, these young people have asked to be confirmed. During the past months they have journeyed together, reflecting on their faith and growing in the knowledge and love of God that they have experienced in their family and our Church. 

· I now present the candidates for Confirmation.   Children, as I call your name I invite you to stand in your place and remain standing until all the names have been called.

Names of candidates are read.

The Archbishop briefly addresses the children and then invites them to sit as he preaches the homily.
Homily:  
Renewal of Baptismal Promises

Archbishop:
(In these or similar words) My dear young people, before you are confirmed I invite you to come forward and stand before the congregation as you make your own the promises your parents and godparents made for you at your baptism.. 

The children come forward and stand before the bishop.

Archbishop:
Do you renounce Satan, and all his works, and empty promises?

Candidates:
I do.

Archbishop:
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?

Candidates:
I do.

Archbishop:
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered death and was buried,
rose again from the dead 


and is seated at the right hand of the Father?

Candidates:
I do.

Archbishop:
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life
who today through the Sacrament of Confirmation
is given to you in a special way
just as he was given to the Apostles on the day of Pentecost?

Candidates:
I do.

Archbishop:
Do you believe in the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting?

Candidates:
I do.

Archbishop:
This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. 
We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord.

All:
Amen

The Laying On of Hands

The Archbishop (with those assisting him by his side) stands and faces the people and with hands joined says:

Archbishop:
Dearly beloved,
Let us pray to God the almighty Father
for these, his adopted sons and daughters,
already born again to eternal life in Baptism,
that he will graciously pour out the Holy Spirit upon them
to confirm them with his abundant gifts,
and through his anointing
conform them more fully to Christ, the Son of God.

All pray in silence for a while

Then the Archbishop lays hands over all those to be confirmed and says:

Archbishop:
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,


who brought these your servants to new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit,
freeing them from sin:


Send upon them, O Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete;
give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and fortitude,
the spirit of knowledge and piety;
fill them with the spirit of the fear of the Lord.


Through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen.

Pause to allow time for the children to return to their seats.

There is no need for any commentary here, or directions to the children. The Archbishop will say what is required.

The Anointing with Chrism 

The sacred Chrism is brought by the Deacon to the Archbishop. Each of those to be confirmed goes to him. The sponsor/s who presents the person to be confirmed places their right hand on the right shoulder of the candidate. The minister standing next to the Archbishop receives the confirmation card from the sponsor and gives the name to the Archbishop. 

Archbishop:
………………………………… (Candidate’s confirmation name)
be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Candidate:
Amen.

Archbishop:
Peace be with you.

Note: If Fr Marshall is presiding the greeting is: The Lord be with you.
Candidate:
And with your spirit. 

Music can commence now while the other candidates are being confirmed.

General Intercessions (Universal Prayer) In the following or similar form
Commentator: 
I invite those leading us in the Prayers of Intercession to come forward.

Archbishop:  
In confidence and trust, let us place our prayers before our loving and faithful God.  

For example
Reader 1
For the Holy Catholic Church: may we continue to be formed into a community of love.  We pray to the Lord.       

Reader 2
For our candidates confirmed this day: may they continue to grow in faith and in wisdom.  We pray to the Lord.
Reader 3
For the parents and sponsors of these young people: may they continue to set examples of love, unity and peace.  We pray to the Lord.
Reader 4
For those who have prepared the newly confirmed for this sacrament: may they be blessed on their ministry.  We pray to the Lord.
Reader 5
For our parish community: may the tender love and mercy of God inspire us to love one another.  We pray to the Lord.

The Archbishop concludes the General Intercessions in these or similar words

Archbishop:  
Loving God, you have gifted us with the Spirit of Jesus.  Listen to all our prayers and needs that we place before you, through Christ our Lord.

All:    
Amen

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The gifts of bread and wine and collections will be taken up as usual
Preparation of the Gifts:  Hymn or Music

Archbishop Wilson Pray, brothers and sisters,



that my sacrifice and yours



may be acceptable to God,


the almighty Father.

The people rise and reply:

All:


May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands



for the praise and glory of his name,



for our good


and the good of all his holy Church.
Prayer over the Offerings

Archbishop:
Receive in your mercy, O Lord,

the prayers of your servants

and grant that, being conformed more perfectly to your son,

they may grow steadily in bearing witness to him, 

as they share in the memorial of his redemption

Through Christ our Lord.

All:

Amen.

(Other options are on pp 40 or 41 of the Order)

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
It is suggested that Eucharistic Prayer II will be used

Dialogue for the Preface

Archbishop:
The Lord be with you
All: 


And with your Spirit

Archbishop:
Lift up your hearts

All:


We lift them up to the Lord.

Archbishop:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:


It is right and just. 

Preface of the Holy Spirit OR of the Solemnity (necessary if the day is a “Solemnity”)

Holy, Holy, Holy (to be sung – Mass of St Francis)
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
Archbishop:

The mystery of faith
All: Should be sung
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,




we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.
Communion Rite
Lord's Prayer

Sign of Peace

Breaking of the Bread (Lamb of God to be sung)
Communion
Note:  Holy Communion will be distributed under two forms of bread and wine as usual.  The children will be practised and have been instructed that they have a choice regarding receiving Communion from the Chalice. Some parents are loathe to have their child receive wine.
After the Archbishop gives Communion to the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, we suggest he proceeds to distribute Communion from the Centre of the Sanctuary.  
The young people who are to receive their first Holy Communion come forward in the usual procession with their families following.
When the children and their families have received communion another minister of the Body of Christ joins the Archbishop to give communion to the congregation.
Communion Hymns: 
................................................................. 



.................................................................
NB Insert name of hymn and composer along with copyright details
Prayer after Communion 
Archbishop:
Let us pray.

Accompany with your blessing

from this day forward,

those who have been anointed with the Holy Spirit

and nourished by the Sacrament of your Son,

so that, with all trials overcome,

they may gladden your church by their holiness

that, through their works and their charity,

foster her growth in the world.

Through Christ our Lord.

ALL: 

Amen
See Options pp.40,41 This prayer needs to be from the Solemnity if the day is a Solemnity (Major Feast).

Please be seated for notices, thanks, congratulations and directions for the reception and photos with the Archbishop.
The Concluding Rites

This can either be in the form of a Solemn Blessing or the Prayer over the People

Archbishop:
The Lord be with you.
All:
And with your spirit.
Solemn Blessing

Deacon or Minister: 
Bow down for the blessing.

Archbishop:
May God the Father almighty bless you,


whom he has made his adopted sons and daughters


reborn from water and the Holy Spirit,


and may he keep you worthy of his fatherly love.

All:   
Amen

Archbishop:
May his Only Begotten Son,


who promised that the Spirit of truth would abide in his Church,


bless you, and confirm you by his power


in the confession of the true faith.

All:    
Amen

Archbishop:
May the Holy Spirit,


who kindles the fire of charity in the hearts of disciples,


bless you and lead you blameless and gathered as one,


into the joy of the Kingdom of God.                             

All:    
Amen

Archbishop:
And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,                                                               


the Father, ( and the Son, ( and the Holy ( Spirit.

All:    
Amen


OR       
Prayer over the People
Archbishop:
Confirm, O God,


what you have brought about in us,


and preserve in the hearts of your faithful


the gifts of the Holy Spirit:


may they never be ashamed


to confess Christ crucified before the world


and by devoted charity


may they ever fulfil his commands.


Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

All:
Amen

Archbishop:
And may the blessing of almighty God,


the Father, ( and the Son, ( and the Holy ( Spirit,


come down on you and remain with you forever.

All: 
Amen

Archbishop (or Deacon):
Go in peace,


      
glorifying the Lord by your lives.

All:
      
Thanks be to God

Recessional Hymn   …………………………………..
NB Insert name of hymn and composer along with copyright details

Comments

Seating and movement of children and their sponsors in the Church

Simplicity is the key here. To avoid distraction and confusion during the central part of the liturgy i.e. the prayer over the children and the anointing, it’s best if movement is kept to a minimum.

The following is a suggestion that has been found to work well but will of course depend on the size and configuration of your church and its pews, and can be adapted to suit your needs.

1. The children to be confirmed are seated in rows with their families and with sponsor/s next to them.

2. The Archbishop invites the children to come forward for the Renewal of Baptismal Promises and Laying on of Hands. They stand in front of him, in a group rather than a line as this makes for a more personal relationship between the children and the Archbishop as he prays over them. The children are to stand, not kneel.

3. The children are then directed back to their seats and remain standing with their sponsor. The Archbishop will walk up one side of the aisle, confirming each candidate. 

Sashes and candles

The Archbishop has requested that sashes and candles not be used for Confirmation.
It is important that we concentrate on the Word and the symbols of Confirmation – the Laying on of Hands and Anointing with Chrism. 

Commentary 

There is a commentary provided in this template. Of course, adapt and change it as you choose but please keep it brief.

Indigenous Acknowledgement of Country

The following acknowledgement has been endorsed by Kaurna Elders for use in metropolitan Adelaide:

We would like to acknowledge this land that we meet on today is the traditional lands of the Kaurna people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country. We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the custodians of the greater Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still important to the living Kaurna people today.

The following alternative wording can be adapted for events outside the metropolitan area:

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians whose ancestral lands we are meeting upon here today. We acknowledge the deep feelings of attachment and relationship of Aboriginal peoples to country. We also pay respect to the cultural authority of Aboriginal peoples visiting/attending from other areas of South Australia/Australia present here.

Sponsors 

Whilst Canon Law states “It is desirable to choose as sponsor the one who undertook the same function in baptism” (Canon 893, 2), this is of course not always possible. In the event of any doubt about the suitability of a particular sponsor, your parish priest will be the best person to advise you.  Sponsors must be at least 16 years of age and be fully initiated Catholics (i.e. they have been baptised, confirmed and made First Holy Communion)

Presider

If the Archbishop is unavailable, please change all references to him in this document.

Photographs

It is important that the rhythm and solemnity of this occasion is not disrupted by photographers, either amateur or professional. The Archbishop is more than happy to have his photo taken with the children, their sponsors and families, after the ceremony. You are also encouraged to do this away from the sacred space, either in the foyer, outside or in a Church hall or similar.

Music & Copyright

In choosing music it is suggested that songs of a communal nature best suit this celebration: songs and hymns that are about ‘us’ not ‘me’! See Appendix 4.

Please note that copyright acknowledgements must contain the following information:

( Title   ( Composer   ( ©Copyright holder   ( Licence holder (e.g. LicenSing)   ( Licence number

If a school is preparing the liturgy please remember to use the licence number of the church where the ceremony is to be held and not the school licence.

Readings

There are many readings in the Rite. Choose whatever suits your community.

Please see Appendix 3 for the readings provided in the Rite.

You may, if you wish, choose 3 readings, but the liturgy flows more evenly with just the one reading, psalm, gospel acclamation and gospel.

· Whatever you decide regarding the number, it is important to choose the readings well in advance of the ceremony. This allows the children time to become very familiar with the texts. The readings will also inform the rest of the liturgy; prayers, hymns etc.  

· It is best that Proclaimers of the Word are family members or parishioners and not the candidates.  

· Readers should be well prepared:
  -   have the text well in advance

· be practised

Responsorial Psalm
It is always best to sing this. If it is not possible to sing the whole psalm, at least the ANTIPHON ought to be sung. 

Alleluia verse 

Sing the Alleluia (or the acclamation for Lent if appropriate).  The central verse may be omitted if not sung, but the common practice of saying it between sung Alleluias is possible.

Gospel Reading

The Archbishop does not read the Gospel – this is read by either a Deacon or another Priest.

Presentation of candidates

There can of course be more than one presenter of the children, especially if, for example, they are from different parishes in a cluster.

Confirmation Name

It is not mandatory that the children take a saint’s name, but it is highly recommended, especially where so many first names are no longer names of saints.

Websites that might interest the children and their families are:

http://www.domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/pages.dir/saints.htm
http://www.catholic.org/saints/
http://www.catholic-pages.com/dir/saints.asp
Music during the anointing 

In order for everyone to know what the Archbishop says during the anointing and the response, please don’t start the music until after the first candidate has been anointed. Then you can either have a hymn that all can join in or background music played.  Live music is always preferable.

General Intercessions 

These are read by family members or parishioners and not the candidates: the community prays for them.

It is usual to pray for intentions that include:

1. the Church 

2. the young people confirmed

3. the family life of all present 

4. teachers and catechists

5. other intentions of relevance at this particular time 

6. those who have died.  

No. 47 of the Rite (see Appendix) has a form of this prayer you might like to use.

These intentions are made to God, the first person of the Blessed Trinity. 

They are not made to Jesus or the Holy Spirit.  

They are not in the form of direct addressing of God but are in the form of a stated intention.

For example, the prayer might start : 
“we pray for the Church, that ...”

or 
“that the Church may...”

or 
“may our families ...”     

Certificates

It is suggested that certificates are not given out on this occasion but are given out with the First Communion certificates; however, if it suits your particular circumstances to distribute them now then you may do so. 

APPENDIX

The Universal Prayer – Prayer of the Faithful 

can be resourced from 

The Order of Confirmation No 30 page 16 or a similar form 
OR 
No 47 from the Roman Pontifical (Text below) - or a similar form.
Bishop:

My dear friends,

let us be one in prayer to God our Father

as we are one in the faith, hope, and love his Spirit gives.

Deacon or minister:

For these sons and daughters of God,

confirmed by the gift of the Spirit,

that they may give witness to Christ

by lives built on faith and love,

let us pray to the Lord:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon or minister:

For their parents and godparents

who led them in faith,

that by word and example

they may always encourage them

to follow the way of Jesus Christ,

let us pray to the Lord:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon or minister:

For the holy Church of God,

in union with N. our Pope, N. our Bishop,

and all the Bishops, that God,

who gathers us together by the Holy Spirit,

may help us grow in unity of faith and love

until his Son returns in glory,

let us pray to the Lord:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Deacon or minister:

For all men and women,

of every race and nation,

that they may acknowledge the one God as Father,

and in the bond of common fellowship

seek his Kingdom,

which is peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,

let us pray to the Lord:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Bishop:

God our Father,

you sent your Holy Spirit upon the Apostles,

and through them and their successors

you give the Spirit to your people.

May his work begun at Pentecost

continue to grow in the hearts of all who believe.

Through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
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