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Preface 

It is with pleasure that I present this revised volume of Psalms for the Easter  
Triduum and other Major Feasts.  For the most part, it has simply been a matter  
of correcting minor textual and musical errors from the first edition and including 
 the Responsorial Psalm for the feast of Mary, Mother of God, which was  
inadvertently omitted.  However, since publication of this volume in 1998 a number  
of new feasts have been added to the universal calendar, not the least of which is  
the solemnity for St Mary of the Cross.  

The Responsorial Psalm is an integral part of the Liturgy of the Word, and is best  
sung.   The psalm for any given Sunday or Feast has been chosen because of its  
direct connection with the First Reading.  Therefore, preference should always be  
given to the psalm set out in the Lectionary.  This volume of psalm settings enables  
this to be the case. 

These psalms have all been written with the congregation in mind.  The antiphons  
are easily sung after a single hearing and I have tried to keep the range ‘comfortable’.  
 It is important that the accompaniment is kept light and uncluttered.  Little more  
than the melody with basic chords underneath is required. 

The revisions undertaken in this edition arise from the experience of singing them in  
my own parish of Brighton, and I thank the cantors and musicians who have assisted  
me in providing music which is truly accessible to the “average” congregation.  I 
especially thank my husband, Terry, and my colleagues in the Office for  Worship, 
Adelaide, who continue to encourage me and support me in my writing. 

I hope that these psalms will be of assistance to your parish as you celebrate the great 
event of Easter and the major feasts throughout the year. 

Sing joyfully to God our strength: 
shout in triumph to the God of Jacob. 
Make music and beat upon the drum:  

sound the lute and the melodious harp. 
Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon: 

and at the full moon of our day for festival. 

                           Psalm 81 

Jenny O’Brien  
   Adelaide, November 2014 
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Like a deer that years for running streams, my soul longs for you, my God 20 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth 8 
Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face 70 
Lord, you are my Shepherd 56 
Lord, you have the words of everlasting life 18 
Lord, you set me free from all my fears 60 
Lord, you speak of peace to your people 32 
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. 64 
O God, bless us in your mercy 30 
O Lord, you are my light and my salvation 72 
Our blessing cup is a communion with the blood of Christ 2 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done wonderful deeds. 76 
The Lord is kind and merciful 50 
The Lord is King, the Most high over all the earth. 62 
The Lord’s kindness lasts for ever to those who fear God. 52 
The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 66 
The son of David will live for ever 38 
The waters of the river gladden the city of God 74 
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad 27 
Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord! 34 
You are the highest honour of our race. 48 
You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation 16, 54 

 



79 
 

First line of psalm 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 page 
A pure heart create for me, O God ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 22 
Bless the Lord, my soul, bless the Lord ……………………………………………………………………………………… 8 
Christ became obedient for us ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 7 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and praise ……………………………………………………….. 28 
Give heed, my people, to my teaching ……………………………………………………………………………………… 68 
Give thanks to the Lord, who is good ………………………………………………………………………………………… 24 
God is for us a refuge and strength …………………………………………………………………………………………… 74 
How can I repay you, O Lord, for your goodness to me …………………………………………………………….. 2 
How gracious is the Lord, how just …………………………………………………………………………………………… 42 
I will bless you, Lord, at all times ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 60 
I will hear what the Lord has to say …………………………………………………………………………………………… 32 
I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me ……………………………………………………………………….. 14 
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord ………………………………………………………………………………………  38 
I will sing to you, Lord, glorious your triumph! ………………………………………………………………………….. 12 
In you, O Lord, I take refuge ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 4 
Lord, you are my Shepherd ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 56 
May you be blessed, O daughter, by God Most High ……………………………………………………………….. 48 
My soul give thanks to the Lord ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 50, 52 
My soul is thirsting for God, the God of my life ………………………………………………………………………… 20 
O gates, lift up your heads; grow higher ancient doors …………………………………………………………... 34 
O God, be gracious and bless us ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 30 
O God, give your judgment to the King …………………………………………………………………………………….. 44 
O God, my God, for you I long …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 64 
O Lord, you are my portion, you are my cup …………………………………………………………………………….. 10 
O God, you are my light and my help ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 72 
O Lord, you search me and you know me …………………………………………………………………………………. 58 
Praise, O servants of the Lord …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 46 
Praise the Lord, all you nations …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 37 
The daughters of kings are among your loved ones ………………………………………………………………….. 66 
The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul ……………………………………………………………………… 18 
The Lord’s is the earth and all its fullness …………………………………………………………………………………. 70 
Truly, God, you are my salvation ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 16, 54 
We sing a new song to you, Lord ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 76 
We thank you, Lord, for you are good ………………………………………………………………………………………. 27 
You are King, Lord, let earth rejoice ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 62 
You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings ……..………………………………………………………………………….. 40 
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