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s we celebrated the Easter triduum and called to mind and heart the final days of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, we were 
presented with a range of experiences that, humanly speaking, are challenging, causing us to stop and wonder about 
what we are doing and why, and even to ask the question, ‘how did things go so wrong for Jesus?’ We were caught up 

in the human drama of these days, celebrating highs and lows, beginning with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, 
acclaimed as king by all the people in a spirit of great joy and hope for better things. We celebrated Holy Thursday and 
remembered vividly the story of Jesus doing something different and profound after the celebration of the Passover feast 
with his disciples: the blessing and breaking of the bread, and sharing it with his disciples saying, ‘Take this and eat, this 
is my body;’ the blessing of the wine and sharing it with his disciples after the words, ‘Take this and drink, this is my blood 
which is poured out for you.’ At the end of this supper, Jesus asked his disciples to ‘do this in memory of me.’ From that day 
forward, each time the Christian community gathers to celebrate the Eucharist, it is doing what Jesus did. Implicit in the 
remembering is that we are to go forth from the Eucharist to be nourishment for the world and to be of service to all people, 
especially the poor and marginalised. In John’s gospel there is also the story of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples, 
performing a service to them that was to be characteristic of how he wished them to follow in his footsteps, that is, by being 
of service to one another, in love and respect. For all Christians, the call to discipleship requires a willingness to be prepared 
to be broken and poured out in love for our world, desperate for the hope of the risen Lord.

Good Friday is a day that is both sombre and charged with hope; our faith tells us that by dying on the cross, Jesus gave his 
life for us. This is the ultimate expression of Jesus giving himself absolutely for us. As we hear again the story of the Passion 
of Jesus, we become mindful of the impact of his life journey on the people around him. Surely Mary, mother of Jesus, who 
we are told pondered things in her heart and accompanied Jesus to his last moments, was filled with great emotion and 
heart-rending suffering. Her faith also was tested, and we know that although sorely tested, her faith in and reliance on 
God sustained her. In a similar way, as Fr. Richard Leonard observes, “With the eyes of faith and a heart of love, the trauma 
of Good Friday can give way to trusting that some good, any good, can emerge from evil, and that life will prevail where 
death had been before.” (what are we hoping for? P. 77)
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The Easter Vigil is the highpoint of our liturgical celebration 
as the completion of the triduum. This ceremony is full 
of light, love, joy, gladness, excitement, thanksgiving, 
rejoicing and remembering with thankful hearts all that 
Jesus achieved for us. We bring back the alleluias and 
songs of joy and gladness that what God promised has 
happened: Jesus has risen from the dead and overcome 
suffering, pain, trauma and death. It is during the Easter 
Vigil that the waters are blessed, signifying the waters of 
everlasting life that cleanse, rejuvenate and give new life. 
The Paschal Candle is lit and carried into the darkened 
Church as a sign of the light of Christ for the world, 
overcoming darkness and despair. During this celebration 
we hear many stories from our Scriptures that relate God’s 
involvement in human history, culminating in the sending 
of God’s Son into the world, human as we are, entrusted 
with the mission of announcing God’s good news to the 
world. This is our family story and at the Easter Vigil we 
listen, we take it to heart and we continue to be amazed at 
God’s great love for us, shown most profoundly in the life, 
mission and death of Jesus. The great good news is that, 
though Jesus was subjected to unspeakably brutal suffering 
and pain, God raised Jesus to life and because of that we are 
all able to be renewed in our faith, our hope and our love. 
The risen Lord is among us, continuing to call us to follow 
him more faithfully, sure in the knowledge of being loved 
and cherished.

The Easter Vigil is also the high-point in the journeying 
of our Catechumens who, at the Easter Vigil, were fully 
initiated into the Catholic community through the 
celebration of the sacraments of Initiation, namely, 

Baptism, Confirmation and first Communion. For all these 
people, the journey continues; they have come to faith in 
the risen Lord and their enthusiasm and gratitude for their 
faith is indeed heartening for the whole community. The 
Easter season is a time for all of us to give thanks to God, 
to reflect on all that has happened, and to take the deep 
meanings intended to provide us with the ways and means 
to live our lives full of Easter hope and joy.

Fr. Richard Leonard reflects:

“There are several images in the Exultet that help us name our 
joy: freedom from slavery; an end to fear; the triumph of life 
over death; and God’s utter fidelity to his son, Jesus. The Exultet 
proclaims that God has not done this because we have earned or 
deserved it, but simply because he loves us…We have never done 
anything that can earn God’s saving love. It is a completely 
unearned, unmerited, and undeserved gift, given to us in Jesus 
Christ. Our response to this gift is how we conduct our daily 
Christian lives, disclosing to others our justice and joy that 
we have found the best way to announce that life can be found 
where others only see death.” (P. 79)

We go forward as an Easter people, with every reason to be 
people of hope, joy and a sign of God’s goodness to all we 
encounter.

With best wishes and many blessings for this holy Easter 
season,

Kathy HoranKathy Horan
RCIA Coordinator

Pastoral Practice : Being a Church 
that is Prayerful and Eucharistic
with Fr. Elio Capra
Many RCIA coordinators will remember that Fr. Elio Capra was one 
of the key speakers at our State RCIA Conference two years ago. This 
year, the Ministry Formation Team has organised to bring Fr. Elio back 
to Adelaide for a series of gatherings, and one of them will be advertised 
shortly. Fr. Elio will be conducting an inservice day on Saturday, June 
5th, from 9.00 – 3.30 p.m. at Thebarton, on the topic ‘Pastoral practice 
–Being a Church that is Prayerful and Eucharistic.’ “ Further information 
about this day will be circulated in the near future. 
I am hoping that it may be possible to arrange some time with Fr. Elio for RCIA 
Coordinators, support people and parish priests. At this stage, I am asking for 
expressions of interest in such a gathering. If you think you might be interested 
in an informal conversation-style gathering, please let me know and I will go 
ahead and try to organise something with Fr. Elio.

https://www.ofw-adelaide.org.au
mailto:worship%40ow.adelaide.catholic.org.au?subject=RCIA%20Newsletter%20Enquiry


OFFICE FOR WORSHIP
https://www.ofw-adelaide.org.au worship@ow.adelaide.catholic.org.au

Mystagogy
This is a strange-sounding name for a wonderful part of the 
RCIA journey, a time of post-Baptismal Catechesis. This stage 
of the Initiation process continues throughout the Easter 
festival of fifty days, and is a time for savouring and delving 
more deeply into the meaning of becoming initiated into the 
Catholic faith. Having had the experience of being baptised, 
confirmed and received first Communion at the 
Easter Vigil, our new Catholics continue 
to journey with us in exploring further 
the mysteries of the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus and what 
this means for us.
The gospel readings during 
the Easter season call all 
of us to look more deeply 
at what it means for us to 
be missionary disciples 
of Jesus in the world. 
The language of these 
stories and the imagery 
suggested by the gospel 
writers suggests close 
relationship with the Lord. 
When we are baptised, we 
are baptised into Christ and 
we receive a new life in Christ, 
as members of one body, as St. Paul 
teaches in his letters to the Christian 
communities.
Throughout the Easter days, we reflect on the story of 
the Good Shepherd, and recall Jesus’ words: “I am the Good 
Shepherd: I know my sheep and they know me.”
Again, in John’s gospel, we hear Jesus say: “I am the real vine, 
and my Father is the gardener…Remain united to me, and I 
will remain united to you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; 
it can do so only if it remains in the vine. In the same way, you 
cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine, and 
you are the branches.” (John 15:1,4-5)
In both of these gospel stories, it is clear that union with 
Christ is at the heart of the matter: an entering into a deep 
personal relationship with the Lord. The call to the whole 

community is to look with fresh eyes at these truths that 
we celebrate and call to mind each year. Our new Catholics 
provide us with opportunities to share our faith and to draw 
closer to one another and the Lord.
Jesus’ words to Thomas provide us again with assurance that 
in remaining with, close to, and in harmony with the risen 

Lord, that we will never be lost or alone on our 
journey. Jesus said to Thomas: “I am the 

way, the truth and the life; no one goes 
to the Father except by me.” (John 

14:6-7)
Easter is the great season of 

celebration of new life in all its 
forms. It is marked by joyous 
celebrations, a new energy 
and sense of well-being, 
renewed hope and the 
possibility of injecting the 
joy of the resurrection into 
our parish communities, 
particularly in times of 

challenge and difficulty, such 
as we have experienced during 

the past year, and even into an 
unknown future. Where Lent 

offered us an opportunity to journey 
with Jesus, to fast, pray and give alms, 

the Easter season calls us to continue our 
reflections, to pray the gospels and to renew our 

commitment to follow the Lord within our communities, 
and with the world community in mind. This may be the time 
for more active engagement of all in the life of the parish as 
a contemporary expression of the reign of God, a time for 
inviting newcomers to our communities to become more 
deeply engaged with the worship and work of the parish.
How privileged we are, as Christians, to know ourselves 
loved and forgiven, to be offered the gift of peace and to feel 
empowered to be missionary disciples to our world. The call 
to all of us, individually and as communities, to remain close 
to the risen Lord, and out of that closeness to radiate Christ 
to the world.

Mass
New Catholics

for
Archbishop Patrick O‘Regan will be the principal 
celebrant and welcomes all new Catholics, received 
into the Church at the Easter Vigil, to come along to 
this Diocesan celebration. Families and parish RCIA 
coordinators and support people are welcomed to 
come along with you for this special celebration.

Please note: As part of our COVID awareness, it may be necessary 
for people to register ahead of this event, and details of how to do 
this will be sent out in the coming weeks. In the meantime please 
claim the date on your calendar and inform your groups about 
this event.

Sunday, 2nd May 11.00 a.m. Mass 
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, Adelaide
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